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Matt Obenchain, PE
Min Engineering, Inc.
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N e w s l e t t e r  A d v e r t i s i n g
As a paid advertiser, you will have your advertisement in the
newsletter for one full year (9 editions) and company logo
displayed on the Chapter website. 
Ads for the year will begin in the September issue and run
through the May issue.
All ads must be paid in full prior to the advertisement being
included in the newsletter.
Advertiser must provide ads in high resolution PDF format. Logo
must be provided in .jpeg format, 200px wide size

Cost per advertisement is as follows:
Full Page

Half Page

Please contact Nikita Patel or Chuck Swope
Make checks payable to Baltimore Chapter of ASPE.  Please
contact the Chapter Treasurer with any questions. 

$ 750.00

$ 500.00



I hope by the time that you read this newsletter, you’ve started to put up
your holiday decorations. It’s no wonder why so many holidays of peace and
thankfulness trend towards the end of the year. It is an excellent time to
reflect and be grateful for what the year brought (or didn’t bring) to you and
your family. I am grateful for the support that our chapter gives itself and for
the outlying communities.  
 
Don’t forget!  CPD exam registrations are open now. Registration is now
open for eligible candidates on ASPE Education. The test will be held on April
15-26 and will be by remote proctor. No more waiting in line, no more waiting
for your results!  

The CPD program is the only international credential for engineers and
designers of plumbing systems. It sets the standard for leadership within the
industry and provides formal recognition of outstanding professionals with
advanced skills in the design and specification of plumbing systems. 

Did you know that all ASPE’s continuing education program CEUs also count
towards your Maryland PE, even if you’re not a member? If you came to all
our events planned this year, you would have nine out of the sixteen
required credits to renew your PE. Members can enjoy twelve of ASPE’s Read,
Learn, and Earn CEUs as well as select other programs, all included in your
membership. Add in a few Baltimore chapter meetings and you can fulfill
your CEU requirements and have a surplus, all kept tracked for you through
your education portal. Quite a deal and available on demand. 

Chuck Swope, PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C
Chapter President





Dearest ASPE Members,

As we deck our halls with lights and ornaments, our pipes join in the festive melody, humming a tune reminiscent of
Mariah Carey. The chilly temperatures encourage a harmonious collaboration between plumbing and nature,
creating a symphony of creaks and murmurs as water flows through the insulated veins of our buildings. It's a unique
December serenade that only those in our profession can truly appreciate.

Before we dive into the holiday merriment, let's extend our heartfelt gratitude to the attendees and the esteemed
presenter of our previous monthly meeting. Jim Webster, the sales engineer extraordinaire from Kelly Generator &
Equipment, shared his insights into generator gas piping design. Jim's expertise illuminated the complexities of
generator systems, and we appreciate the thorough exploration of this critical aspect of our plumbing landscape.

Our next monthly meeting is just around the corner, scheduled for December 13. We've adjusted the date a bit earlier
this month to accommodate the holiday festivities. We understand that this season is a busy one, so we promise the
meeting will be worth your while.

This month, we are thrilled to welcome Will Dargan, the Manager Engineer Services for Cummins-Wagner, as our
presenter. With years of experience supporting MEP engineers, Will brings a wealth of knowledge on HVAC and
plumbing systems. His expertise will shine as he delves into the intricate world of air compressors. Be prepared to
gain valuable insights that will undoubtedly enhance your understanding of this crucial component in our plumbing
toolkit.

As we gather on December 13, let's come together to celebrate the season, share knowledge, and fortify the bonds
that make ASPE a vibrant community. Wishing you all a delightful December filled with warmth, laughter, and plenty
of met deadlines! 

Warm Regards,
Julian
Vice President- Technical

Julian Chiveral, LEED AP BD+C
Vice President- Technical



Sustainability Flow: Rethinking Water in Schools
Plumbing engineers play a vital role in raising awareness about drinking water quality and reducing the use of plastic
water bottles.

November 3, 2023

In the heart of our communities, there exists an environmental challenge in schools. Students of all ages rush
through corridors, often clutching single-use plastic water bottles, unwittingly contributing to an issue with
global consequences. Experts say by 2050, there will be more plastic in our oceans than fish (by weight),
reports the World Economic Forum (https://bit.ly/3rqzzu7).

Water bottles are a major source of pollutants in the world. Yet, hope springs from unexpected sources.

At the crossroads of education and environmental stewardship stands the plumbing engineer — a vital part of
the community, much like the schools they serve. 

Plumbing engineers are vital for maintaining safe drinking water in schools. They ensure public health and
safety, compliance with regulations, prevent contamination and often oversee maintenance. In essence,
plumbing engineers are crucial for providing clean and safe drinking water in schools. Yet, students, staff and
parents still may not trust the tap and instead opt for single-use plastic water bottles.

Upon review of several studies conducted in different universities worldwide, researchers determined that
perceptions about water quality drive the choice between bottled water and tap water, notes Water Science &
Technology magazine (https://bit.ly/3EOp1rQ). Those perceptions include how the water tastes, looks and
smells and whether or not people think the water is safe to drink. Other factors come down to personal
preference, convenience and price. 

Interestingly, while many survey participants said they trusted they were getting safe drinking water from the
tap, the majority said they couldn’t know for sure. Of those unsure, 76% said they wouldn’t know where to find
that information. Only 20% of the participants believed bottled water quality is superior to tap water. 

The question we must then ask is, if most people think tap water is probably safe to drink, how do we convince
them to drink from water fountains and coolers and top off reusable bottles at bottle-filling stations? 

Plastic Single-Use Water Bottle Bans: Still Impactable

Only a few universities have implemented a single-use plastic bottle ban. While students like this idea and
usually drive the change, it’s not always practical. Some of the biggest hurdles to overcome are schools’
contracts with beverage companies supplying bottled water, sodas, juice and energy drinks. 

There is also a concern that if schools eliminate water as an option at campus vending machines, students
will be forced to choose less healthy options. Of course, installing hydration stations, whether drinking
fountains, water coolers or bottle fillers, to provide students with easy access to water alleviates that concern. 

Universities and K-12 schools that find a ban impractical can still reduce single-use water bottles by learning
from schools that successfully implement total bans. One of those successes is the Partnerships to Uplift
Communities (PUC) Schools, a nonprofit charter school organization comprising 14 schools authorized by the
Los Angeles Unified School District (https://bit.ly/3PLQArX).

How did they do it? According to Pathwater, the schools’ partner in implementing the ban, there were three key
components (https://bit.ly/46f444Q):

Providing affordable, reusable, 100% recyclable aluminum bottles;

This article originally appeared in Plumbing Engineer, a PHCPPros publication. For more articles like this, please visit www.phcppros.com

https://bit.ly/3rqzzu7
https://bit.ly/3EOp1rQ
https://bit.ly/3PLQArX
https://bit.ly/46f444Q
http://www.phcppros.com/


Educational workshops and seminars. Organize workshops or seminars for school administrators, staff,
parents and students to educate them about the significance of drinking water quality. Explain potential
risks, health implications and ways to ensure safe water. 

Informational brochures and pamphlets. Create informational materials explaining water quality and
distribute them in schools. Include practical tips on how to identify and report water quality issues. You can
also create posters next to hydration stations, simplifying the information gleaned from the utility’s
Consumer Confidence Report.
Public speaking. Offer to speak at school board meetings, parent-teacher association gatherings or school
assemblies to address any concerns about water quality. Use real-world examples of the effects single-
use plastic bottles have on the environment.
Online resources. Develop a website or online platform where people can easily access information on
water quality, its significance and steps they can take to reduce their reliance on single-use plastic water
bottles. Share articles, videos and infographics to engage a wider audience.
Collaboration with health professionals. Partner with local health-care professionals or environmental
agencies to co-host events or discussions about water quality at schools, places of employment and
homes and its health implications. This interdisciplinary approach can provide a more comprehensive
understanding of the issue.
Social media campaigns. Use social media platforms to share facts, tips and updates related to water
quality. Engage with the school community through posts, stories and live sessions to answer questions
and address concerns.

Availability of water refill stations (one of Murdock Mfg.’s H2O-to-Go! touchless water bottle filling station per
2,000 students);

Environmental education to encourage reuse and recycling.

The first two critical components are simple, as solutions are widely available. It’s the third, education and
advocacy, and the role the plumbing engineer can play that we want to focus on here.

Is Tap Water Safe to Drink? 

The study shows us that even when people think tap water is safe, they don’t have evidence to support that
opinion. On the one hand, they’ve been told their water is safe; on the other hand, they’ve also heard story
(https://bit.ly/450ZZjO) after story (https://bit.ly/3LxLUDs) of tainted water supplies. It’s no wonder there is so
much confusion. 

It’s also no wonder that even people concerned about the amount of plastic in the environment will grab
bottled water from convenience stores. First, it’s readily available and second, better safe than sorry.

This is where plumbing engineers can give their clients and community added value. Instead of only working
behind the scenes, doing your part to ensure the water systems are safe and compliant, be an educator and
advocate! 

A plumbing engineer can raise awareness about the importance of drinking water quality and help reduce the
use of plastic water bottles in various ways:

      
      Bring along the local utility’s Consumer Confidence Report (always accessible via your utility’s website).    
      This includes information such as the source of the drinking water; any risk of contamination of that source; 
      levels of any contaminants in the drinking water; information on nitrate, arsenic or lead in areas where 
      these contaminants may be a concern; and much more. 

This article originally appeared in Plumbing Engineer, a PHCPPros publication. For more articles like this, please visit www.phcppros.com
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Water-testing programs. While your utility can guarantee the drinkability of the water it sends out of its
facility, what happens after that is no longer their responsibility. Offer to conduct school water quality
testing and share the results with the school community. Highlight any areas of concern and provide
recommendations for improvement. 

Partnerships with environmental organizations. Collaborate with environmental organizations focusing on
water quality and conservation. The organizations are often equipped to talk to all age groups, and joint
initiatives can help raise awareness on a larger scale. When you help people better understand where their
water comes from, you raise awareness of the importance of stewardship of their local watershed —
including keeping it free of plastics. 

Community events. Participate in community events, fairs or health expos where you can set up a booth or
demonstration related to water quality. This provides an opportunity to engage with a broader audience.

Engage with local media. Write op-eds or articles for local newspapers or magazines about school water
quality concerns. Interviews on local radio or TV stations can also help spread the message and provide
excellent exposure for your company. 

Demonstrations and tours. Offer tours of the school’s plumbing infrastructure to students, parents and
staff. Show them the various components and explain how they contribute to water quality.

Advocacy. Advocate for policies and regulations that promote water quality in schools. Engage with local
government officials and school boards to push for improved water infrastructure and regular testing.

      The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention developed an “Increasing Access to Drinking Water in 
      Schools” toolkit that includes information about how to communicate testing results, whether positive or 
      negative (https://bit.ly/450xJ0W). 

Using these methods, plumbing engineers can effectively raise awareness about the importance of drinking
water quality, empowering schools and their communities to take proactive steps to ensure safe and clean
water for all.

By posting eye-catching posters with up-to-date information alongside hydration stations, you can reassure
students, faculty and staff that the water is safe to drink. You can go the extra mile by ordering water coolers
and bottle fillers with a filtration system for added peace of mind.

Murdock Manufacturing engineers and manufactures durable, reusable bottle-filling stations ideal for schools
of any type. They are sensor-operated to help prevent the spread of germs and the optional filters are NSF 42
and 53 certified as well as NSF 372 compliant. 

Traci Browne is a freelance writer specializing in manufacturing, engineering and emerging technologies.

This article originally appeared in Plumbing Engineer, a PHCPPros publication. For more articles like this, please visit www.phcppros.com
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Nicole Murphy
AYP Liaison

Hello everyone, 

I hope you had a fantastic Thanksgiving celebration.
I'm thrilled to announce an upcoming AYP Webinar
on December 13th from 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM about
Rainwater Harvesting. You can find all the details and
registration information at this link: AYP Region 1 - Q4
L&L - Rainwater Harvesting 101. I'm looking forward to
seeing you at the December meeting, and stay tuned
for more exciting events coming up. Happy Holidays
to all!

Best regards, 
Nicole Murphy, Harry Eklof & Associates 
nmurphy@harryeklof.com • 443-926-6821 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JT5rfXVSOka_h5zHJ77sVywZftCXFIRAmchB84gebORUOFBVUVlBTFVBNDBMTENHMTQ0REhQU1RZNS4u%20
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JT5rfXVSOka_h5zHJ77sVywZftCXFIRAmchB84gebORUOFBVUVlBTFVBNDBMTENHMTQ0REhQU1RZNS4u%20
mailto:nmurphy@harryeklof.com


REGISTER

Russ Jackson acts as the Sales General 

ing and reuse industry, and a 25 year

Manager of RainHarvest Systems. Russ is
a 15 year veteran of the water harvest-

veteran of the commercial construc-

When

  BASIC PRINCIPLES
  CURRENT TECHNOLOGIES
  RELATED PRACTICES
  COMMERCIAL SYSTEMS

1 .
2 .
3 .
4 .

WEDNESDAY 
DECEMBER 13 ,  2023
12-1PM EST

RUSS JACKSON
presented by

Rainwater
Harvesting 101

REGION 1 AYP PRESENTS:

Who THIS WEBINAR IS
OPEN TO ALL REGION 1
ASPE YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

WHAT

THIS WEBINAR IS  FREE TO ASPE MEMBERS.
A $5 FEE WILL  APPLY TO NON-MEMBERS 

tion industry.  RainHarvest is a 
manufacturer of water pumping
and treatment systems as well
as the largest supplier of rain-
water harvesting specific
components and systems in
North America. During his 
career, Russ has served on the
committee that created the
ICC/CSA 805 Rainwater

Harvest Systems Standard, 
served on many related 

committees, including co-chair
of the End Use Water Quality 

Task Force for the ICC/CSA 805
Rainwater Harvesting Systems 

Committee. He co-authored the 
Atlanta Potable Rainwater Ordinance,

and has served on hundreds of rainwater
harvest projects across the Americas. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=JT5rfXVSOka_h5zHJ77sVywZftCXFIRAmchB84gebORUOFBVUVlBTFVBNDBMTENHMTQ0REhQU1RZNS4u%20




Achieving 100% Lead Pipe Replacement within 10 years.
Locating legacy lead pipes.
Improving tap sampling.
Lowering the Lead Action Level.
Strengthening protections to reduce exposure

EPA proposes to strengthen the Lead and Copper Rule – replace lead lines within 10 years
On November 30th, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced a proposal to strengthen its
Lead and Copper Rule that would require water systems across the country to replace lead service lines
within 10 years.

The proposal is backed by a historic $15 billion through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to replace lead
service lines.

The proposed Lead and Copper Rule Improvements are a major advancement in protecting children and
adults from these significant, and irreversible, health effects from lead in drinking water. Key provisions in
the proposal include:

For full details of proposal, please read the following the press release,
Biden-Harris Administration Proposes to Strengthen the Lead and Copper Rule to Protect All Communities
in America from Lead in Drinking Water

Baltimore City and Baltimore County to Receive $50 Million in Federal Funding to Find and
Replace Lead Pipes
Maryland to receive roughly $150 million from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. The funding is specifically
targeted for water utilities to locate and replace lead water pipes, in some cases, free of charge. The first
allocation of $80 million has been sent to utilities across the state, awarding Baltimore City the largest
amount -- $43.6 million -- to find and replace lead pipes for city residents. Baltimore County received $6.5
million to inventory lead pipes in its disadvantaged communities. Baltimore City's DPW is planning to do is
have the customers report, inspect their own pipe, their own water mains, and then tell us what pipe
material it is. This approach will avoid entering private residences and disturbing homeowners. Without the
federal money, it would cost each homeowner about $4,700 to replace their lead water pipes.

For additional information, please read the following article,
Baltimore-area residents will be asked to check 229K+ water pipes for lead

Chris Imhof, PE, CPD
Vice President – Legislative

Chris Imhof, PE, CPD
Vice President- Legislative

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/biden-harris-administration-proposes-strengthen-lead-and-copper-rule-protect-all
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/biden-harris-administration-proposes-strengthen-lead-and-copper-rule-protect-all
https://www.wbaltv.com/article/finding-lead-pipes-water-baltimore-dpw-map-epa-funding/45807217


ARE YOU RESPONSIBLE FOR DESIGNING
COMPRESSED GAS AND VACUUM SYSTEMS?

01 Vacuum Pumps
Liquid Ring, Dry Rotary Vane, Dry
Rotary Claw, Lubricated Rotary
Screw, Lubricated Rotary Claw,
Lubricated Rotary Vane, Ejectors

02 Compressors
Oil Less Scroll, Oil Free Rotary
Screw, Oil Free Rotary Claw, Oil
Flooded Rotary Screw, Oil Flooded
Reciprocating, Dryers, Drains,
Purifiers, Filtration, Lubricants

03 Medical Gases
ASSE 6060 Design Support,
Medical Vacuum, Medical Air,
Compressed Gas Manifolds, Medical
Gas Outlets, Ceiling Columns,
Pedestals, Alarm Panels, Zone
Valve Boxes, Gas Monitors

04 Field Services
Medical Gas Verification, 24/7 Field
Service Technicians, Installation
Assistance, Job Walks, Sizing &
Selection, ASSE 6000 Training

05 Engineering Services
Custom solutions for compressed
gases and vacuum.  Medical gas
design sizing and pipe layout. Support
within healthcare, pharmaceutical,
chemical, power, and general
industrial market segments. 

Since 1920, Sherman Engineering
has been offering the optimum engineered
vacuum and compressed gas systems in the
Healthcare, Pharmaceutical, Chemical, Power,
and General Industrial markets.  

Offering 24/7 Emergency service
our factory trained and ASSE 6000 credentialed
service technicians are available to manage
preventative maintenance and emergency
outages. 

Questions? Contact
Nikita Patel, PE
570-899-9090
npatel@shermanengineering.com
1830 County Line Rd, Unit 303
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006



Ultra-reliable Electric and Gas-Fired 
Water Heaters

800.784.8326 | pvi.com

817.335.9531 | lyncbywatts.com/aegis

1432 Front Ave | Lutherville, MD 21093
410-825-6616 | bayassociates.com | Jason@Bayassociates.com

Aegis®
2Eco-Friendly CO Heat Pump Water Heaters

The Cleaner
Way to Heat

Built with AquaPLEX®
Industry’s Best

Warranties























At Bradford White, we deliver the solutions you need to meet the needs of your 
customers. Our products are all built with quality and engineered for outstanding 
efficiency and performance.

We offer tank and tankless waters heaters, heat pump water heaters, boilers, 
as well as specialty tanks and pressure vessels.
On every job, you’ll get 24/7 technical support from our team to make sure the product 
you spec works perfectly for your customer’s needs. On every job, our business is being there 
for your business. Scan the QR code below for our RightSpec Sizing Tools.

3933 Avion Park Court • Chantilly, VA 20151
Phone: 800-291-9298 • thejoyceagency.com

www.bradfordwhite.com
Built to be the Best®

©2023, Bradford White Corporation. All rights reserved.

Every Solution
For Any Demand

B R A D F O R D  W H I T E  W A T E R  H E A T E R S  &  B O I L E R S

Matt Morris: mmorris@thejoyceagency.com



                                             

DuRa Pipe™ enhanced epoxy coating applied to cast iron soil pipe
and fittings. It is well suited for aggressive DWV applications where

greater performance is required. 

Superior Performance & System Reliability





PETROLEUM &
CHEMICAL

STORAGE TANKS

 • Motor & Aviation Fuel  
• Heating & Lube Oils
 • Chemicals
 • Biofuels
 • Propane
 • Underground
 • Aboveground
 • Fireguard®
 • Horizontal
 • Vertical

WASTEWATER
TREATMENT 

SYSTEMS

 • Oil/Water Separators
 • Oil/Sand Interceptors  
• Solids Stormwater
 Interceptors
 • Hydrocarbon 

Filtration Systems
 • Collection Catch 
Basins

GREASE
REMOVAL
SYSTEMS

 • Grease Interceptors •
Interior & Exterior
 • Gravity & Automatic
 • Rectangular &
 Cylindrical
 • Solids Removal

WATER STORAGE
TANKS & ASME

PRESSURE VESSELS

 • Rainwater Harvesting  
• Greywater Reuse
 • Potable Water
 • Fire Protection
 • Stormwater 
Management
 • Chlorine Contact
 • Hydropneumatic 
• Specialty Pressure 
Vessels

Contact: Michael VanLenten Jr
mvanlentenjr@highlandtank.com

Phone: 814-254-8896 

Please visit us at www.highlandtank.com

PROUDLY MADE IN AMERICA

http://www.highlandtank.com/




Tabletop Presentations: $100 to provide a tabletop presentation of equipment or material relative
to the plumbing profession. The tabletops will be set up from the beginning to the end of the
monthly meeting and provides the opportunity to provide a brief (under 5 minutes) presentation. 

Please make checks payable to the Baltimore Chapter of ASPE.  Contact Kathy Dwyer or Chuck Swope if interested 

MONTHLY
SPONSORSHIP

OPPORTUNITIES

Schedule of Events

SEPT 27
Communication Skills for
Construction & Consulting

BJ Allen
Warfel Construction

O C T  2 5 Vacuum System Design
Nikita Patel
Sherman Engineering

N O V  1 6 Generator Basics
Jim Webster
Kelly Generator & Equip.

D E C  1 3 Air Compressors
Will Dargan
Cummins Wagner

J A N  2 4 Grease Interceptors Schier Products

F E B  2 8 Fire Protection Specialties
Ken Isman
University of Maryland

M A R  2 7
Fire Protection- Pre-Action
Systems and Clean Agents

Josh Shapiro
Reliable Sprinkler Co

A P R  2 4 Siphonic Roof Drains UV Systems

A P R  2 0 2 4 Annual Golf Tournament Details to Follow

M A Y  2 2 Natural Gas Sizing
Chuck Swope
Mueller Associates
ASPE Baltimore President

J U N  T B D Annual Summer Party Details to Follow


