
  

 

Monthly Newsletter           NOVEMBER 2018 

MEETING LOCATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

705 North Hammonds Ferry Road 
Linthicum, Maryland 21090 

Phone: 410.636.1385  

Upcoming Meeting 
 
Date:  November 28, 2018 
 
Time:  6:00pm to 8:00pm 
 
Place:  Olive Grove Restaurant  
 
Topic:  Rainwater Harvesting to  
    Potable Water 
 
Speaker: Jesse Rodriguez from Aqua   
           Treatment Services  
 
 

Meeting Format  
6-6:30 Social 

6:30-6:45 Announcements and Table Tops 
6:45 Dinner Served 
7:00-8:00 Speaker 
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President’s Report 
 

Our October monthly meeting had another great turnout. Chris Imhof, from WSSC as well our Education 

Chairman, did a great job of updating everyone on the revisions and changes to WSSC’s 2018 plumbing 

and gas fuel code. 

 
As I write this report that will be published within next couple of days in our November newsletter, I 

realize the Thanksgiving holiday will be upon us in the next couple of weeks. I hope everyone has a safe 

and happy Thanksgiving. 

 
Speaking of the holidays, please mark on your calendar that our Holiday Party will be on Wednesday, 

December 12
th
, 7-10 PM, at Mustang Alleys. Please try to join us and refer to the flyer in our newsletter 

for more information on this great event. 

 
The Baltimore ASPE board has been working hard behind the scenes planning for our upcoming AYP 

(ASPE Young Professionals) and WOA (Women of ASPE) events. Stay tune for flyers and additional 

information soon. 

 
Each month in our newsletter, we provide a dedicated page that highlights a company’s project titled 

Project Spotlight. So far, only Mueller Associates and Kibart Incorporated have provided projects for 

insertion in our newsletter in our last 12 publications. There are certainly many MEP firms in our area that 

work on great projects that deserve to be highlighted in our newsletter. If you are proud of the work you 

and your company do, please consider sending me your project that could be including in our newsletter 

that goes out to over 300 names on our email list. 

 
I hope to see everyone at our next meeting. 
 

 

Best Regards, 

Jeff Edwards, CPD, GPD 

President-ASPE Baltimore Chapter 

Jeffrey W. Edwards, CPD ,GPD 
President 
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 Project Spotlight         

http://baltimore.aspe.org/
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 Board of Directors 

 
President 
Jeffrey  W. Edwards, CPD, GPD 

Mueller Associates 

jedwards@muellerassoc.com 

Vice President - Technical 
Charles J. Swope, PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C 

Mueller Associates 

cswope@muellerassoc.com 

Vice President - Legislative 

J. Richard Wagner, PE 

J. Richard Wagner, P.E., LLC 

dick-wagner@comcast.net 

Vice President - Membership 

Andrew Cahill 

Uponor-USA 

Andrew.cahill@uponor.com 

VP Affiliate, Scholarship,  

Newsletter 

Jason J. Eagles 

Bay Associates Group 

jason@bayassociates.com 

Education Committee Chair 

Christopher  Imhof PE, CPD 

WSSC 

Christopher.imhof@wsscwater.com 

Treasurer 

Kathleen Dwyer 

EJ Dwyer Company Inc. 

kdwyer@ejdwyer.com 

Corresponding Secretary  

Brian Crisp, CPD 

Johnson, Mirmiran & Thompson 

BCrisp@jmt.com 

AYP, WOA—Liaison 

Karen Schulte, PE, CPD 

Mueller Associates 

kschulte@muellerassoc.com  

Historian 
Steve Hudson, PE, CPD 

shudson124@outlook.com 

Administrative Secretary 
George Gruner, PE 

Mueller Associates 

ggruner@muellerassoc.com 

mailto:Jedwards@muellerassoc.com
mailto:cswope@muellerassoc.com
mailto:dick-wagner@comcast.net
mailto:Andrew.cahill@uponor.com
mailto:jason@bayassociates.com
mailto:Christopher.imhof@wsscwater.com
mailto:kdwyer@ejdwyer.com
mailto:BCrisp@jmt.com
mailto:kschulte@muellerassoc.com
mailto:shudson124@outlook.com
mailto:ggruner@muellerassoc.com
http://www.bayassociates.com/
http://www.jmt.com/
http://www.muellerassoc.com/
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Chuck Swope, PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C 
Vice President—Technical 

Technical Report 
 

I would like to thank Chris Imhof and his colleagues Angelo Prevezanos and Chip 
Matthews at the WSSC for their invaluable presentation at our meeting last month. At 
face value, code updates may not be the most flashy topic, but they are probably the 
single most important factor that affects the design of a building.  After all, the codes 
are not arbitrary, but are intended to allow buildings to operate safely, efficiently, and 
conveniently, in that order.   

This month’s presentation on converting harvested rainwater to potable water  comes 
to us courtesy of Jesse Rodriguez from Aqua Treatment Services and Jay Otto from 
Otto Sales,  Jesse will cover why we should consider using rainwater to supplement a 
potable water system, what equipment should be considered, and the hurdles to get 
your system approved by your jurisdictions.   

Jesse Rodriguez is the Vice President of Buisness Development at Aqua Treatment 
Service (ATS).  He has over 35 years of experience in water treatment designs and 
applications and is a member of the Water Quality Association Sustainability UV Task 
Force.  He has also written and published several articles on Ultraviolet Water 
Disinfection for Drinking Water Applications, as well as Commercial, Medical and High 
Purity Water Disinfection.  Jesse works with private and public sector and engineering 
firms to meet local, state, and federal regulatory specifications and designs for water 
treatment and filtration. 

http://www.muellerassoc.com/
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 ADVERTISING 

Newsletter Advertising: 

 As a paid advertiser you will have your adver-
tisement in the newsletter for either a full year 
(11 editions) or on a monthly bases. 

 Manufacturer’s Reps may run a full page adver-
tisement for an upcoming seminars at the  full 
page monthly cost.  

 Ads for the year will begin in the September is-
sue and run through the June issue 

 Advertisements starting mid-year will be billed 
on a monthly basis. 

 All ads must be paid in full prior to the adver-
tisement being included in the newsletter.  

 Advertiser must provide ads in high resolution, 
and must one of the following formats: PDF, 
TIFF, PNG, Bitmap, Windows Metafile. 

Cost per advertisement size is as follows: 

Size    per Year   per Month 

Full page   $750     $75    

½ page   $500    $50 

Bus. Card  $250    $25 

Please Contact Jason Eagles or Jeff Edwards  

Make checks payable to Baltimore Chapter of ASPE.  

Please contact the chapter Treasurer with any ques-

tions.  

Kathy Dwyer 

EJ Dwyer Company Inc. 

kdwyer@ejdwyer.com 

 

mailto:jason@bayassociates.com
mailto:Jedwards@muellerassoc.com
mailto:kdwyer@ejdwyer.com
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Tech Corner        

http://baltimore.aspe.org/
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Karen Schulte, PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C 
AYP & WOA Liaison 

Contact Karen Schulte for more information on the Baltimore Chapter AYP and WOA 

at kschulte@muellerassoc.com   

Attention AYP members: 

Save the date: Dec 20, 2018 

Event details to follow at November monthly meeting and separate email blast! 

Reminder if you are an ASPE member 35 years and younger, you’re automatically a member of the 

Baltimore chapter AYP special interest group.  If you’re wondering “I’m not an ASPE member yet, can I 

still come to the AYP event?”  Yes, we welcome you to attend the AYP events, meet your colleagues in the 
plumbing field, and find out more about ASPE including how to become an ASPE member! 

https://www.aspe.org/AYP
mailto:kschulte@muellerassoc.com
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Stephen Hudson, PE, CPD 
Historian 

INSTALLING PLUMBING SYSTEMS IN HISTORICAL STRUCTURES 
 
Registered historic structures are generally structures that are at least 50 years old and have some level of 
historic significance. Once established, you were working on a registered historic structure so you needed to know 
what part of the structure fell under and who’s final review and what guidelines, if required, were followed. A 
structure located in Annapolis on Church Circle that was built in 1747 known as Reynolds Tavern, was renovated 
in 1985. The building before the renovation never had a plumbing or heating system in its 240 years of life. 
Heating was provided by fireplaces and later with a steam line fed from the Maryland State House with a few cast 
iron radiators on the floor. Plumbing was via two privies (toilets) in the back of the building for most of the years 
and then later the townhouse next door that was built in the early 1900’s, allowed office workers at Reynolds to 
use their toilet facilities. The townhouse was not or planned to be a registered historic structure. Reynolds Tavern 
is owned by the National Trust of Historic Preservation (NTHP) who over saw and reviewed all changes to the 
building. The NTHP appointed Maryland State Historic Society to review the overall changes to the exterior of the 
structure and grounds meeting their guidelines. The NTHP appointed Historic Annapolis Society to review all 
changes and modifications to the interior of the structure. The structure was being renovated to a full tavern and a 
commercial kitchen in the basement, a restaurant with dining terrace on the first floor, four hotel rooms with 
bathrooms on the second floor, and a suite on the third floor with bathroom. The guidelines required no 
mechanical and plumbing system components to be visible, other than inlets and outlets that could not be 
concealed. The guidelines also required that all systems could be removed from the structure with minimal 
disruption to the original fabric of the building. 
 
With the historic restrictions known, the plumbing systems required several “out of the box” solutions in order to 
meet today’s code requirements. Below are just a few of the items used in the design that are applicable to many 
historic renovations. 
 
  Since many times there are no structural drawings from the time the building was construction, the plumbing 

engineer had to know where spaces were available to run utility piping. By the end of the project, the plumbing 
engineer will know how the building was built as well as the structural engineer that is involved in the 
renovation. 

 The floor of the tavern in the basement was the original a lay-in-place brick floor installed during construction 
of the original building. Plumbing piping needed to be installed under the floor. Since George Washington and 
other patriots stayed at this building, the floor was required to remain in appearance as it was originally 
installed. We placed in the contract that the contractor had to make an as-built drawing of how each brick was 
installed and label each brick being removed, so they could be reinstalled back exactly like it was in 1747. 
Archeologists were brought in to dig the piping trenches. During exaction, they uncovered several artifacts that 
were placed on display, which include a few coins and two whole wine bottles. 

 The townhouse that was built up against the tavern, which was where the plumbing and mechanical systems 
were installed. The piping for the bathrooms located on the second floor were installed horizontally within new 
walls that were installed over top the existing walls so the original walls were not damaged.  

 All sanitary vent piping for the plumbing systems in the historic structure were installed up to the small gable 
roof area where they were connected together into one main vent pipe. Since there were no plumbing systems 
in the 1700’s, you cannot install vent pipes through the roof where they could be seen. The original fireplaces 
in Reynolds Tavern were no longer being used, so the main vent pipe was installed into the fireplace flue and 
then extended up through the stone capped chimney top and sealed. Since it was high enough about the roof 
line, the pipe was cut short so that it could not be seen any place on site. 
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 One of the most challenging part of the Reynolds Tavern project was the bathroom for the third floor suite. 

There was a deep alcove where the townhouse connected to the historic tavern. The code required the 
architect to add a fire-rated exit stair. The only location was the alcove between the two buildings. This 
addition was not visible by the public which enabled the installation of the kitchen hood exhaust, dishwasher 
exhaust, general exhaust, and make-up air ductwork from the kitchen in the basement to the roof of the new 
stair addition. Equipment was installed so it was not visible. This also met the requirement that it could be 
removed, including the stairs, to allow the building to be put back to the way it was originally constructed. The 
only problem was the bathroom for the third floor suite. We found an exception in the building code that would 
allow a family that rented the entire third floor suite to exit through the bathroom into the new fire stairs in the 
alcove. The code authorities agreed with our code interpretation and allowed the family on the third floor to 
exit through the bathroom. The only thing that we had to do to meet all requirements was to provide a lighted 
exit light above the bathroom door. 

 Domestic water and sprinkler systems were all installed using copper piping. Using copper piping, which 
allowed high flows through smaller piping, enabled the installation of the copper piping to fit easier through the 
structure with minimal or no cutting of wood members in the building. All joints were specified to be joined by 
electric soldering or other non-flammable joint method where space was available. The sprinkler heads used 
were fully recessed type with the cover plates painted at the factory to match surrounding surfaces. It is not 
likely they will remove the sprinkler system if the building is converted back to original. 

 Another concern was what was outside on the property. On the small lot in the back of Reynolds Tavern, was 
an English Walnut tree, that they knew was as old as the building and assumed was brought across the 
Atlantic in 1747. For this reason, an arborist was brought in to set the boundary for the tree that limited where 
you could install below grade water and sanitary piping in the back yard. 

 
The final design was approved by all three historic societies with only one comment on a supply register location 
in the dining room on the first floor. During construction the archeologists uncovered hundreds of artifacts. They 
also found the two original privies (his and hers) in the rear of the project backed-filled with trash from the 1700’s 
and 1800’s which included coins, buttons, a pistol, a piece of furniture, pieces of clothing, pottery, etc. Today the 
rooms on the second floor are used as offices, but the first floor is used as a tea room and I believe the tavern is 
still operating in the basement. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
We had our second meeting of the year and are holding steady at over 40 attendees. If there is any 

way for you to invite folks from your offices and try to get some more engineers out for the CEU as 

well as joining the community of engineering knowledge that they can tap into.   I want to thank 

everyone who signed up to participate as speakers, meeting sponsors and table top displays. There 

are still some prime places left and we would love you to support your industry and sign up. 

As I am sure you are aware we need to call in a head count a couple of days before the meeting and 

then confirm the day before the meeting. Please you need to sign up for the meetings. Also if an 

emergency comes up and you are unable to attend we have a 1 time grace period and then we might 

need to send you a bill for the dinner. We generally break even at our meetings and will be stuck for 

paying for your dinner whether you are attending or not. I hope you understand our predicament and 

would be happy to chat with anyone if there is any problem or concern that you might have. 

Thanks again for supporting the tabletops because they provide the gift cards that we all enjoy 

winning. 

Kathy Dwyer 

kdwyer@ejdwyer.com 

 

 

 

Kathy  Dwyer 
Treasurer 

Visit our website for 

meeting registration  

www.baltimoreaspe.com 

 

http://www.ejdwyer.com/
http://baltimoreaspe.com/index.php
https://http:/baltimoreaspe.com/index.php
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Andrew Cahill — Membership 

Membership Report 
Well, try as I might, my attendance record is already flawed after missing the October meeting. No 
elaborate parties or vacation to blame. Instead, I found myself braving the Hoboken – Jersey City 
circuit and all the traffic that goes along with navigating that part of the world. Though I suppose the 
local metro is no walk in the park either. We will see how the calendar lines up following the big turkey 
day and hope that I can go 2-for-3. 

 

Nothing on the report as far as new members for the month of October. Our current standing is 113, 5
th
 

in region 1. We trail our neighbors in DC by 40 members. Lofty goal to catch them, but not impossible. 

 

Let me know if I can be of assistance to anyone interested in joining ASPE. You can direct them to 
https://www.aspe.org/join or email me at andrew.cahill@uponor.com. 

 
I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable Thanksgiving holiday! 

 
Did you know that engineering firms may offer reimbursement to employees for affiliation with professional 
organizations such as ASPE? In fact, participation with local chapters is often encouraged and provides 
significant benefits. In addition to the ability to attain CEUs from monthly educational seminars and networking 
opportunities with other industry professionals, members are provided with a volume of the Plumbing 
Engineering Design Handbook for each year of participation – a key resource in completing CPD testing. Have a 
conversation with your firm’s principal about your options for joining ASPE. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.uponor-usa.com/
https://www.aspe.org/join
mailto:andrew.cahill@uponor.com
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2018-2019 ASPE Baltimore Chapter 
Meeting Schedule 

 
Date: September 26, 2018  
Speaker: Craig Boyce - Kemper  
Topic:  Legionella, ASHRAE 188, and Minimizing Risk 
 

Date: October 24, 2018  
Speaker: Chris Imhof - WSSC 
Topic:  WSSC 2016 Code Update  
 

Date: November 28, 2018 
Speaker: Jesse Rodriguez -Aqua Treatment Services  
Topic: Rainwater Harvesting for Potable Reuse  
 

Date: December 12, 2018  
Event: Holiday Party  
Location: Mustang Alley’s 
 

Date: January 23, 2019  
Speaker: STH 
Topic:  Fire Protection Design  
  

Date: February 27, 2019  
Speaker: Sherman Engineering Company 
Topic: Lab Specialty Gas Sources and Distribution  
 

Date: March 27, 2019  
Speaker: Highland Tank 
Topic:  Grease Interceptor Design 
 

Date: April 24, 2019  
Speaker: Ultra Pure Water Systems 
Topic:  Evoqua 
 

Date:  April 26, 2019 
Event: Golf Outing 
Location: The Timbers at Troy 
 

Date: May 22, 2019  
Speaker: EJ Dwyer 
Topic: Digital Mixing Valves 
 

Monthly Sponsorship Opportunities 

The Baltimore Chapter of ASPE continues to have 

successful meetings and is looking to continue 

improving throughout the year.  

The Chapter has  the following sponsorship 

opportunities for each month: 

Tabletop Presentations: $100 to provide a tabletop 

presentation of equipment or material relative to the 

plumbing profession. The tabletops will be set up from 

the beginning to the end of the monthly meeting and 

provides the opportunity to provide a brief (under 5 

minutes) presentation.  

Please make checks payable to the Baltimore Chapter 

of ASPE. 

Contact Jeff Edwards or Kathy Dwyer if interested  

jedwards@muellerassoc.com 

kdwyer@ejdwyer.com 

 

 

MEETING LOCATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

705 North Hammonds Ferry Road 
Linthicum, Maryland 21090 

Phone: 410.636.1385  

http://www.mustangalleys.com/
http://www.timbersgolf.com/
mailto:Jedwards@muellerassoc.com
mailto:kdwyer@ejdwyer.com

